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Region 14 News

Please note that the ELRC offices will be closed on Thursday,
November 26th & Friday, November 27th for the Thanksgiving

holiday.

Child Care Works Reminder

The Pennsylvania Subsidized Child Care Eligibility regulations provide information
to families regarding their responsibilities to pay the copayment for subsidized
childcare. Failure to pay co-payment is identified as an Intentional Program
Violation and may result in loss of subsidy benefits.
 
Please see the following notification to fully understand your co-pay
responsibilities. Reach out to your family specialist with any questions.

http://www.elrc-csc.org/
http://www.elrc-csc.org/
https://files.constantcontact.com/7a62b438801/a301f54c-3d19-4a67-abfa-b6e4967ee8b1.pdf


 
Intentional Program Violation - English
Intentional Program Violation - Spanish

Early Head Start and Head Start

Did you know Early Head Start and Head Start are free programs available to
families who live in Lehigh and Northampton Counties? Priority is given to
families who are below 100% the federal poverty guidelines. The Early Head
Start program is for pregnant women and children 0-2 years of age. Head
Start is for children 3-4 years of age. Click here for more information on what
these programs include and how to register.

Fall Into Learning This November with St.
Luke’s Children’s Hospital

St. Luke’s Children’s Hospital is offering
interactive workshops in November focused on
child development, behavior, communication and
practical strategies for supporting children and
families. Families who join will gain helpful tools,
connect with others, learn from experts, and leave
with resources they can use right away. Click here
for more information and to register.

Support for Youth Family Caregivers:
The Second Time Around

Pinebrook Family Answers is offering a FREE 9-week
Support Group for Youth Family Caregivers focused at

supporting grandparents and other family caregivers raising
youth. The group meets virtually every Wednesday at 12:00

p.m. through Microsoft Teams. Click here for more
information. Please email grandparentsgroup@pbfalv.org

with any questions.

Apply for Home Heating and Energy Assistance

The 2026-2027 LIHEAP season is now open! The season runs November 2, 2026
through April 23, 2027. The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance program
(LIHEAP) provides cash grants to help Pennsylvanians pay their heating bills.
Households in immediate danger of being without heat can also qualify for crisis
grants. For more information go to Low-Income Home Energy Assistance
Program (LIHEAP).

There are two ways to apply for LIHEAP:
1. Online: Apply for benefits online using COMPASS, the online tool for

Pennsylvanians to apply for and manage health and human service
programs.

2. On paper: You can download a paper application, print it, fill it out, and return
it to your local County Assistance Office (CAO)). Click here for a paper

https://hvjwubcbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nENkIZVSzpMh7tdpWc2WxkSvEVfMRXm-fZ3ddqbtsvSDbE_itGFM7yrsVyNTCPkhgiO2jq42-IQYN0CpTqnXsNDUHOaOG1qJBu2AsZRM4sgq_E4WcDWzAArC96llEno4L2Hnr3Kvk1XMyIqO3G0mSJF3L5utW3magGyXIOfiG6YosXhWprTliRN8r6aCEafbkA19KGIDcESc5cOLiXZPgkR8226sGa6_dzrbUOzr0fs=&c=yxneZ2OdSppglr6bcskXwYoZrVI45Vbdq1UfpAwzFX16N7gBSpH9GA==&ch=l714R1wk8GUe_4HIyKWZ04N-Uvc6aVsgjol5aujpgNVa9FOffbGXvA==
https://hvjwubcbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011tBhHebf_7BFHkSrJCfQfTz-05IeZUGBBVrAhPfn-cNoBErfdhvi4EvgQ7vsZeuC-SkLt_Vi4pgEctZLCF-QlgoKMu77bvJbJLhNaUwMOpQXeHB-TMrAuo0teQ1V-oNqc-p9jmWbSRmKrd57lC8O8vttavK6lzxkA6JCN0xLDdE58gIntLyaQZExyLzu-L0X57PnNhSOv9Zl3140Qk50zWM3lHbrloZnCrUkN2M7Yd0=&c=nssrqqKTtIHNhWcTpRBAo97kgNhk4QIvuDyv5ClHb22N_WBRr1q7EQ==&ch=5gBEozxD0i5doR9_cazcMC2p2O43K1KOgYECFlhvVip2xp8BxY9eMw==
https://files.constantcontact.com/7a62b438801/a034dad4-feab-4c03-9f1d-c72d1cf7f2c0.pdf
https://www.slhn.org/pediatrics/specialties/developmental#workshops
https://files.constantcontact.com/7a62b438801/1ca939d9-6219-454c-8fcc-093c8b9185c6.pdf
mailto:grandparentsgroup@pbfalv.org
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/dhs/resources/liheap
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/dhs/resources/liheap
https://www.compass.dhs.pa.gov/home/#/
https://www.compass.dhs.pa.gov/home/#/
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/dhs/contact/cao-information
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/dhs/contact/cao-information
https://files.constantcontact.com/7a62b438801/6bc84350-fa6b-45f3-b766-874fd4977fcc.pdf


application.

Looking for a Career Change?

Do you love children and want to make a difference in the lives of young families?
Check out ECE hire for job postings in early childhood education. Click on the logo
below to access the latest listings:

Parenting Corner

I Talk to My Child’s Teacher Every Day.
Do I Really Need a Conference?

You might be asking yourself this very question.
You see your child's teacher every morning at
drop-off and every afternoon at pick-up. You talk
about how their day went, what they ate, how they
slept, and maybe something fun they did. So, you
feel like you already have a pretty good idea of
how your child's day went. What else is there to talk about? Well, actually, quite a
bit!

Think about those everyday interactions, everyone is busy, and sometimes there
just isn't time to ask all the questions or share everything on your mind. A parent-
teacher conference is different. It's time set aside just for you and your child's
teacher, with one important focus: your child! It's a chance to slow down and get a
closer look at their world and the people and experiences that are part of their day.
You can hear about the friendships they're building, what they're learning, the
activities they enjoy, and the progress they're making. Teachers can share
observations and assessments, and you can ask questions or share things you've
noticed at home. You might even learn something new about your child!

Everyday conversations help keep you connected, but a conference helps you see
the bigger picture. Take the opportunity to learn more about your child's world and
celebrate how far they've come; it's time well spent!

For more information, check out “It’s Conference Time!” from the National
Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC):
https://www.naeyc.org/system/files/mib_12.1.pdf

Rapid Response Team
 
Rapid Response Team is a short-term intervention designed to support children
who may be experiencing challenging behaviors in the early learning setting. This

https://ecehire.phmc.org/job-listings/view-job-listings
https://ecehire.phmc.org/job-listings/view-job-listings
https://www.naeyc.org/system/files/mib_12.1.pdf


team observes the child at the child care facility and will
offer strategies to the teacher and parent. If appropriate,
referrals to community resources and services are shared
with the family and provider as well. 
 
If you have concerns that your child may be suspended or
expelled from child care and could benefit from the Rapid
Response Team supports, you can begin the referral
process here: RRT Referral
(This program does require parental and provider consent)

Child Development

Growing Strong Brains Through Everyday Experiences

Did you know that a child's brain grows faster during the first five years of life than
at any other time? Every day, young children make millions of connections in their
brains through the experiences they have and the relationships they build. The
simple moments you share with your child—talking, reading, playing, singing, and
exploring together—help build the foundation for learning that lasts a lifetime.

https://hvjwubcbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017fGD6yy_Wm9VqTvS1dWgQ6wwn2xinSb7tsKTjOYZcAtY9IXRIYHSBdLyQw15xC0U2FHANSbGlec6MXtZHeJyYRcUfw_niyKvWVDHVjvugjk6VtXMiEbvWZmh2cg1C5F3lqWjyuroo5S3WjmNCBjkaM32JnWltzUVuuY25F4N45CtUos_qB9ts0qes8ZNobu5ct7LkwWKB7Q0gyqN7q6VIjpTP0ERKmPpkaWRkQIpL4-JKfThCbvy93cINIte1HMy2FqOr7R4JVIGv4qrZ4uCGPhPOikxGvJSzPL8-bE6JlfENa1jY4pfP_RMb1HmS9of0jM2EUt8khI=&c=-uwY4o4ayLiNTk2pQPklcSq1QRQ7--GzY1slksAAK4GA6VTn6X1sAA==&ch=4PC-9mfzbPTYz2_XV4sdxHIowbsY-YmeOShC9uw1bq1Kp6rvvkbQYQ==


Children don't need expensive toys or structured lessons to develop strong brains.
In fact, the most powerful learning opportunities often happen during everyday
routines. A conversation during breakfast, counting apples at the grocery store, or
talking about the colors of the leaves on a walk all help children develop language,
thinking, and problem-solving skills.

How Everyday Experiences Build Healthy Brain Development
Positive interactions with caring adults help children:

Develop language and communication skills.
Build memory and attention.
Strengthen problem-solving and critical thinking.
Learn self-control and emotional regulation.
Develop curiosity and a love of learning.
Gain confidence through exploration and discovery.

Every time you respond to your child's questions, encourage their curiosity, or
share a laugh together, you are helping strengthen the connections in their
growing brain.

Simple Ways to Support Brain Development at Home
You don't need extra time or special materials—just make the most of everyday
moments.

Talk often. Describe what you're doing, ask questions, and encourage
conversations, even with infants and toddlers.
Read together every day. Reading builds vocabulary, imagination, listening
skills, and a lifelong love of books.
Sing songs and nursery rhymes. Music helps children develop language,
memory, rhythm, and listening skills.
Count and compare. Count steps, toys, or snacks, and talk about sizes,
shapes, and patterns.
Encourage exploration. Let your child investigate nature, build with blocks,
create art, and ask questions.
Limit distractions. Set aside time without screens to focus on talking, playing,
and spending time together.
Celebrate curiosity. It's okay if you don't know all the answers! Explore and
learn together.

Every Moment Matters
Remember, you are your child's first and most important teacher. The love,
attention, and everyday experiences you provide help build a strong, healthy brain
and a lifelong foundation for learning.

Resource & Referral

Mental Health Supports for Children
 
Sesame Workshop provides so many resources
for parents and families! Click here  to view
resources to support your child's mental and emotional development.
 
If you have concerns about your child's mental health, reach out to your
pediatrician, your child's teacher, or the ELRC for support. Click here for a
support guide.
 
https://sesameworkshop.org/topics/mentalhealth/

https://sesameworkshop.org/topics/mentalhealth/
https://sesameworkshop.org/topics/mentalhealth/
https://files.constantcontact.com/7a62b438801/fc59b735-6b04-41fd-90e9-0e643821312f.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/7a62b438801/fc59b735-6b04-41fd-90e9-0e643821312f.pdf
https://sesameworkshop.org/topics/mentalhealth/


https://sesameworkshop.org/topics/social-emotional-skills/

Food Pantry Services
 
Food pantries receive regular deliveries from their partner
food bank to serve their community. There are many
websites that provide lists to food banks in your area!
Click on the titles below.
 
Feeding Pennsylvania
Feeding Pennsylvania is a partner state association of Feeding America. Every
year, they help millions of Pennsylvanians access high quality, nutritious food.
They do this by partnering with a statewide network of food banks, agencies and
meal programs.
 
PA Navigate
PA-Navigate is a website that provides you with a list of local resources for food,
housing, goods, transit, health, money, care, education, work, and legal help.
Search under food for a list of local food pantries in your community. 
 
CEO People Helping People
CEO works with food pantries to provide individuals or families with opportunities
to move toward stability and self-sufficiency. Search for food pantries in your
community. ﻿

Learn More About Pennsylvania’s Early Learning Programs
 
Have you ever wondered how Certification and Keystone STARS help ensure
children are safe as they grow and learn? Curious if programs like PA Pre-K
Counts, Early Intervention, or Family Support might be the right fit for your child?
 
The Pennsylvania Office of Child Development and Early Learning (OCDEL) has
created brand-new videos for families like yours! These short, easy-to-follow
videos share everything you need to know.
 
Take a look—and don’t forget to pass them along to friends and family who might
find them helpful too!
 
The short, family-friendly videos are available in English and Spanish.

Pennsylvania's Child Care Certification: What it means for you, English and
Spanish
Pennsylvania's Child Care Works: Helping Families Afford Safe Child Care
English and Spanish
Pennsylvania's Early Intervention: Supporting Young Children English and
Spanish
Pennsylvania's Family Support Programs for Pregnant or Parenting Families
of Young Children, English and Spanish
Pennsylvania's Keystone STARS: Quality in Child Care English and
Spanish
Pennsylvania's Pre-K Counts: Providing a Strong Start in School English
and Spanish

https://sesameworkshop.org/topics/social-emotional-skills/
https://hvjwubcbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nENkIZVSzpMh7tdpWc2WxkSvEVfMRXm-fZ3ddqbtsvSDbE_itGFM7yrsVyNTCPkhRmbWL4yhxWm0rwTd4TOoNY35w8m3zA8r4Q2RRmBOGMBoxpD_YAti_0oeNJDssvbHyRWEhHhV0juUJF3RBb2Fr384bG2T17VXhMVi-zQZLwc=&c=yxneZ2OdSppglr6bcskXwYoZrVI45Vbdq1UfpAwzFX16N7gBSpH9GA==&ch=l714R1wk8GUe_4HIyKWZ04N-Uvc6aVsgjol5aujpgNVa9FOffbGXvA==
https://hvjwubcbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nENkIZVSzpMh7tdpWc2WxkSvEVfMRXm-fZ3ddqbtsvSDbE_itGFM7yrsVyNTCPkh_X-I52RJ6vSAAIltrgs4G_SN_rI2WRERTaomiy6uTEiU3IhnlpoeHalcItyKcTWbaP83yghMsaEQG2UvhHARVA==&c=yxneZ2OdSppglr6bcskXwYoZrVI45Vbdq1UfpAwzFX16N7gBSpH9GA==&ch=l714R1wk8GUe_4HIyKWZ04N-Uvc6aVsgjol5aujpgNVa9FOffbGXvA==
https://hvjwubcbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nENkIZVSzpMh7tdpWc2WxkSvEVfMRXm-fZ3ddqbtsvSDbE_itGFM7yrsVyNTCPkh6tnHxT9BaVzxSfSDU-QmBlEX7s0dFKGla1KiSMIuydrdqd1RlqI7vsAVTL3jnVCugwaeCGxLO-gIbjy9MLv37mshBB8h9-Cs1csIAhjbawMox0tLdVl8pVNuCKmOUxk1&c=yxneZ2OdSppglr6bcskXwYoZrVI45Vbdq1UfpAwzFX16N7gBSpH9GA==&ch=l714R1wk8GUe_4HIyKWZ04N-Uvc6aVsgjol5aujpgNVa9FOffbGXvA==
https://d4uhwxlab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017_4tOkMgMaBHV_mLoUabQodRke32QzC5Jme_TFdv4O4l9EtB388Bepgr4LdJ3gcrQ1hR7Caxc2ClLXfZ2tTLYvqyDy1QpEok84BBoK--wEAy6zsAETiM6BruuDec5t6QTHE6DwRTHj6J0IqpJWOE1pKr2JS9WEJVA-Slfgtlg69pJVPchQF-AokJk4d9VqUR&c=9xnD3o-g6YyTSZ-QWdphxeJeSYxIWgabiq2GxD9Eq40a3Ha_5Xvm2w==&ch=uVLekLlj2KNsRht4Z4pmZsM3_eFZfJv3PAuRiC4xKvevzwfuMtjxNw==
https://d4uhwxlab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017_4tOkMgMaBHV_mLoUabQodRke32QzC5Jme_TFdv4O4l9EtB388Bepgr4LdJ3gcr2I-iojf6nuA_HXJ2n4K3Cx1subC1rzyek4ROnrDPLbhANQAI5ZRTSVEQJJ2uoqE4moZg375eaNObB63mx-VisHLe211ez3-hKIWlxO-uu6N8WcuxpVmrmZ72RsrBluaz&c=9xnD3o-g6YyTSZ-QWdphxeJeSYxIWgabiq2GxD9Eq40a3Ha_5Xvm2w==&ch=uVLekLlj2KNsRht4Z4pmZsM3_eFZfJv3PAuRiC4xKvevzwfuMtjxNw==
https://d4uhwxlab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017_4tOkMgMaBHV_mLoUabQodRke32QzC5Jme_TFdv4O4l9EtB388Bepgr4LdJ3gcrQZU2YsWiuecj9yHWAhT68r8fUpjWtQ48655VCwb_aSOiobjwuo4s_WsbiTyDety6SEVda0oDYxdzhebRjeb62G8FcoSa-XmVXzZlEU8znXsK9siln1nzu_n5vOBUvMOi&c=9xnD3o-g6YyTSZ-QWdphxeJeSYxIWgabiq2GxD9Eq40a3Ha_5Xvm2w==&ch=uVLekLlj2KNsRht4Z4pmZsM3_eFZfJv3PAuRiC4xKvevzwfuMtjxNw==
https://d4uhwxlab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017_4tOkMgMaBHV_mLoUabQodRke32QzC5Jme_TFdv4O4l9EtB388Bepgr4LdJ3gcr6vqLgDlilkHVuxjfEM0nvZOia9WtM3zdp0Z-Xg9piqb08h0_S-yvsYZjtSA0trJbvl9USNwaBMHv1zV8TlbwtDO_4n2j0VblaQV8mzPqfsE4GkVZbkqf-DRMu37riJ7Y&c=9xnD3o-g6YyTSZ-QWdphxeJeSYxIWgabiq2GxD9Eq40a3Ha_5Xvm2w==&ch=uVLekLlj2KNsRht4Z4pmZsM3_eFZfJv3PAuRiC4xKvevzwfuMtjxNw==
https://d4uhwxlab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017_4tOkMgMaBHV_mLoUabQodRke32QzC5Jme_TFdv4O4l9EtB388Bepgr4LdJ3gcr1mabSy-Duejhq-Koc9KFZxPAYafp2qbZ00xgtgSsuWxhTMk-0VA76jkflHLEMTk-Shaeb9uOx1_1zKBJH6HT3BRxeKok0UZjvXU06pc9Ca3KVEqJYx3NTzuJaibrDHqj&c=9xnD3o-g6YyTSZ-QWdphxeJeSYxIWgabiq2GxD9Eq40a3Ha_5Xvm2w==&ch=uVLekLlj2KNsRht4Z4pmZsM3_eFZfJv3PAuRiC4xKvevzwfuMtjxNw==
https://d4uhwxlab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017_4tOkMgMaBHV_mLoUabQodRke32QzC5Jme_TFdv4O4l9EtB388Bepgr4LdJ3gcr9QHmtT0SJjdR9uQxPsQ6HcmkJYq8go9PsuxvPLI1sU097aIsSOXmPjYCgna6yeR9tvuvV5x17d3DqvRwHro9HHhzXZEGl8W6ZwgisSKjgDBWao4kSAvGrXFHi6fHF-W7&c=9xnD3o-g6YyTSZ-QWdphxeJeSYxIWgabiq2GxD9Eq40a3Ha_5Xvm2w==&ch=uVLekLlj2KNsRht4Z4pmZsM3_eFZfJv3PAuRiC4xKvevzwfuMtjxNw==
https://d4uhwxlab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017_4tOkMgMaBHV_mLoUabQodRke32QzC5Jme_TFdv4O4l9EtB388Bepgr4LdJ3gcrbIidMpv5QFPV_py2ugZV9AVGNY9sdtYk6aNQSyB2z7DTOl8CAGoepF5ynQvzTfanirTNHPG7Vd0BLUmxgyJHTFbal_inL6QE3p1BODdzyPADJv9xvzsWxSTDVfsnt9Kd&c=9xnD3o-g6YyTSZ-QWdphxeJeSYxIWgabiq2GxD9Eq40a3Ha_5Xvm2w==&ch=uVLekLlj2KNsRht4Z4pmZsM3_eFZfJv3PAuRiC4xKvevzwfuMtjxNw==
https://d4uhwxlab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017_4tOkMgMaBHV_mLoUabQodRke32QzC5Jme_TFdv4O4l9EtB388Bepgr4LdJ3gcrsdAqMmOV_iHLfzN9fvJecTX3tZAotzUptWPTkyUh2VVSsr4uAEo2eZsSV5X8LE-Qk9217hCdaMC8EasUVjfgRCMUn6NEoRK0o8f4cED77XgVLTJfQCQeZ5PorRQkmR75&c=9xnD3o-g6YyTSZ-QWdphxeJeSYxIWgabiq2GxD9Eq40a3Ha_5Xvm2w==&ch=uVLekLlj2KNsRht4Z4pmZsM3_eFZfJv3PAuRiC4xKvevzwfuMtjxNw==
https://d4uhwxlab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017_4tOkMgMaBHV_mLoUabQodRke32QzC5Jme_TFdv4O4l9EtB388Bepgr4LdJ3gcr9WpDSQJPkfqu7QaNQUxlg8QtIeYdr6DqUCMZWWaugJgEwMl7YFSE2hyhz7kIjIj0084_jqeF1Kai2cLBJ4CRbHkA7n8LehIoIfO2GCfEHD9trnlfYAvQQ27Kmt6uiCNv&c=9xnD3o-g6YyTSZ-QWdphxeJeSYxIWgabiq2GxD9Eq40a3Ha_5Xvm2w==&ch=uVLekLlj2KNsRht4Z4pmZsM3_eFZfJv3PAuRiC4xKvevzwfuMtjxNw==
https://d4uhwxlab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017_4tOkMgMaBHV_mLoUabQodRke32QzC5Jme_TFdv4O4l9EtB388Bepgr4LdJ3gcr6Zn07ye7HYzHwxYiI6IKymAXc3FR61UWH_68dMrIvKHTD0jE0jbbEmjmAzwjIKdL6LdOhkloB2NWg6bQNJX2cM05hf4bKmB1NFHklMV9iaebl7j2stX1lwIhwMPYakiV&c=9xnD3o-g6YyTSZ-QWdphxeJeSYxIWgabiq2GxD9Eq40a3Ha_5Xvm2w==&ch=uVLekLlj2KNsRht4Z4pmZsM3_eFZfJv3PAuRiC4xKvevzwfuMtjxNw==
https://d4uhwxlab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017_4tOkMgMaBHV_mLoUabQodRke32QzC5Jme_TFdv4O4l9EtB388Bepgr4LdJ3gcrmfEGWh3AolaaqgCw4YOsb7QwrDDPD3bMJTHtR7_2yNTgXi_7sbQsKL25RietXSyXpUyiPigxfKyNOkV0xeHFeW-BAyJ37LG1O0R68Yu5eE9SakE9MrbrYFc2DEACMtby&c=9xnD3o-g6YyTSZ-QWdphxeJeSYxIWgabiq2GxD9Eq40a3Ha_5Xvm2w==&ch=uVLekLlj2KNsRht4Z4pmZsM3_eFZfJv3PAuRiC4xKvevzwfuMtjxNw==
https://d4uhwxlab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017_4tOkMgMaBHV_mLoUabQodRke32QzC5Jme_TFdv4O4l9EtB388Bepgr4LdJ3gcrKIYuPH7E0iN1UupxSHwdp4-0KV3uL7Eq5H7ExnKmxgdrivTXNcVcLzAVAKQ_Gd3vCBJqCJPPanR7_KMuU257zWLAIdRhGIN3aRZVWdzJq6NhUmYM2n3bfHroliV2S8jR&c=9xnD3o-g6YyTSZ-QWdphxeJeSYxIWgabiq2GxD9Eq40a3Ha_5Xvm2w==&ch=uVLekLlj2KNsRht4Z4pmZsM3_eFZfJv3PAuRiC4xKvevzwfuMtjxNw==


Health & Safety

ECELS Health & Safety Newsletter
 
Early Childhood Education Linkage System
(ECELS) publishes a monthly newsletter full of
valuable health & safety tips and resources for
children and families.
 
Click here to download the most recent newsletter.

National Child Safety and Protection Month

Because November is designated as National Child
Safety and Protection Month, it is the ideal time for
parents to audit their homes:

Furniture Anchoring: Secure heavy dressers,
bookshelves, and televisions to the wall to prevent
tip-over injuries.
Choking & Toy Audits: Check floors and low storage bins for small hazards
like coins, keys, buttons, or small removable parts from older siblings' toys.
Baby Proofing & Gates: Ensure safety gates are securely locked at the top
and bottom of stairs, and use electrical outlet covers to protect curious
toddlers.
Locking Away Toxins: All medications, household cleaners, and automotive
fluids must be kept in original containers with childproof caps and stored in
high, locked cabinets.
Firearm Safety: If firearms are kept in the home, verify they are stored
unloaded in a locked vault or safe, with ammunition locked away in a
completely separate location.
The "3-Foot Zone": Establish a strict 3-foot kid- and pet-free safety perimeter
around the stove and areas where hot food or drinks are prepared. Never
hold a baby or toddler while drinking hot liquids or cooking.
Fireplace & Candle Safety: Keep matches, lighters, and candles well out of
reach. Ensure a protective screen covers open fireplaces when active

National Child Safety and Protection Month is not a call to restrict a child's
curiosity, but rather an invitation to build a secure foundation that allows them to
explore safely. By addressing hidden household dangers, implementing solid
habits, and keeping emergency numbers prominently displayed, communities can
drastically lower injury rates and ensure that children grow up in healthy, protective
environments.

For more tips visit the Center for Disease Control and Prevention website at
www.cdc.gov

Reading to Children about Oral Health

Reading to your child(ren) is an important way you can help them
develop language skills and learn information about the world.
Reading to your child(ren) about oral health can help them be

https://files.constantcontact.com/7a62b438801/a5747305-63ed-4dd4-b9fe-e139a8bcfaa8.pdf
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=web&rct=j&url=https://shinerlawgroup.com/child-safety-protection-month/&ved=2ahUKEwiRt86y5rmXAxWqGtAFHVH5AE0Qy_kOeggIAggBCA4QAQ&opi=89978449&cd&psig=AOvVaw2xFsvqAHkTEjCUCIb7FVE5&ust=1792077321665000
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=web&rct=j&url=https://shinerlawgroup.com/child-safety-protection-month/&ved=2ahUKEwiRt86y5rmXAxWqGtAFHVH5AE0Qy_kOeggIAggBCA4QAQ&opi=89978449&cd&psig=AOvVaw2xFsvqAHkTEjCUCIb7FVE5&ust=1792077321665000
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=web&rct=j&url=https://shinerlawgroup.com/child-safety-protection-month/&ved=2ahUKEwiRt86y5rmXAxWqGtAFHVH5AE0Qy_kOeggIAggBCA4QAQ&opi=89978449&cd&psig=AOvVaw2xFsvqAHkTEjCUCIb7FVE5&ust=1792077321665000
http://www.cdc.gov/


prepared to visit the dentist and to learn about caring for their teeth.

Check out these book lists for young children: Books about Going to the Dentist
and Books about Teeth. Happy reading!
 
Article credit - Home - Kids Smiles

Family Engagement

10 Ways to Support Your Child’s Literacy
at Home

Supporting your child’s literacy at home can be
fun and easy! Spending time reading to your child,
singing, and labeling home objects can help
improve your child’s interest in reading, attitude
towards reading, and focus.

1. Read nursery rhymes and books aloud together.
2. Sing, draw, and tell stories.
3. Play audiobooks to increase the amount of language your child hears.
4. Label objects in your home to show the importance of language, reading,

and writing.
5. Play word games.
6. Talk about the meaning of words.
7. Point out interesting or new words when reading together.
8. Offer a literacy-rich environment at home.
9. Talk about school, magazines, or current events.

10. Model good literacy behavior by reading regularly yourself.
 

Adapted from: National Center on Improving Literacy. (2017). 10 Ways to Support Your Child’s
Literacy at Home. https://www.improvingliteracy.org/resource/supporting-your-child-s-
literacy-at-home
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