
 

Community Services for Children
﻿Provider Link Newsletter ~ ELRC Region 13

July 2026
Serving Berks & Schuylkill Counties

To distribute this newsletter to others, copy and share this link:

﻿Region 13 Updates

﻿The ELRC offices will be closed on Friday, July 3rd. ﻿
Wishing you and your family, a safe and healthy

holiday!

Region 13 Provider Supports 

Director’s Network
The ELRC 13 Directors’ Network meetings are a great way to
stay connected! Each month we meet to reflect on relevant
early childhood topics, share updates, and reflect on the
leadership role. In July, our topic is Leading into the New Year.

Join us virtually on July 21st at 1 PM for meaningful conversations, the opportunity
to collaborate, and to inspire each other. See flyer for more details and to register.  

Directors Network Flyer

Community of Practice
Quality Coaches offer a short virtual learning session each month for classroom
staff. These opportunities are aimed at exploring new skills and strategies to
enhance the learning experience for children. Each month a different topic is the

focus of the session and idea sharing. On July 28th, at 1 pm we will be discussing
using strong interactions to guide your day. Encourage your teachers to attend!
See flyer for more details and to register.  

Community of Practice Flyer

https://files.constantcontact.com/7a62b438801/f758f665-2623-4905-995d-3d89587a6c52.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/7a62b438801/b99d1f4e-6269-41f5-a84b-0465bb8ce62c.pdf


Regional Calendar
Check out our calendar for a quick reference of all regional support activities and
professional development opportunities.

Region 13 Regional Calendar

RRT Toolkit Training

ELRC Region 13 Quality Coaches have been
leading RRT Toolkit Trainings across the
region.  Everyone enjoyed the opportunity to
network and share experiences. All participating
childcare programs received a resource book and USB drive containing social
emotional resources for their programs. If you have not already attended one of
the trainings, check out the upcoming dates below.

Attendees have shared this feedback:

"Grateful we attended the RRT ToolKit Training — it's always beneficial to be in a room
with other providers, talking through practical strategies and realistic situations. It is
especially nice to be able to walk away with a tool we can implement immediately. Our
staff are already pulling documents from the toolkit to use in their classrooms to help to
prevent challenging behaviors."

"Thank you for your time and the great resource book. This is definitely going to be the
next few staff meetings at all of our locations and the videos will also be part of staff
training. Our focus this year is getting back to that INTENTIONAL TEACHER!! 
and this training really will help pull that all together"

"I wanted to drop an email about the RRT- social emotional toolkit. This is AMAZING!!!!
The information you all put together in this resource is outstanding! My 2 Pre-K teachers
that were there yesterday couldn't wait to tell me all about it."

Rapid Response Team Toolkit
Free Professional Development

All Region 13 providers are invited to attend the FREE, 2-hour
PD, "Rapid Response Team Social Emotional Toolkit." This
training will support providers to identify social-emotional skill
gaps, and how to apply proactive, relationship-based strategies
to prevent challenging behaviors.

Attendees will be given a RRT Toolkit (one per facility) full of resources to use with
classroom staff.

These trainings will be offered throughout the Summer 2026. Registration required
on the PD Registry.

Wednesday, July 15, 2026 – 12:30pm-2:30pm -Event ID: 400211
at ELRC 13 (1138 Rockland Street, Reading, PA 19604)

Click here to register
 

Saturday, July 18, 2026 – 9:00pm-11:00pm – Event ID: 401322
at ELRC Region 13 (2335 West End Avenue, Pottsville, PA 17901)

Click here to register
 

Tuesday, July 21, 2026 – 12:30pm-2:30pm – Event ID: 402061

https://files.constantcontact.com/7a62b438801/f0dfe078-f5ac-4774-a985-047ac42d5297.pdf
https://www.papdregistry.org/v7/trainings/400211/register
https://www.papdregistry.org/v7/trainings/401322/register


at ELRC 13 (1138 Rockland Street, Reading, PA 19604)
Click here to register

 
Tuesday, August 18, 2026 – 12:00pm-2:00pm – Event ID: 400214

at Wilson SD Child Care-Berkshire Height (711 North Wyomissing Blvd, Reading)
Click here to register

 
Friday, August 21, 2026 – 10:00am-12:00pm – Event ID: 402176

at Riverview Christian Early Learning Center (3301 Stoudts Ferry Bridge Rd, Reading)
Click here to register

 
Tuesday, August 25, 2026 – 12:30pm-2:30pm – Event ID: 402063

at ELRC 13 (1138 Rockland Street, Reading, PA 19604)
Click here to register

Rapid Response Team
**Update for the Rapid Response Team**
The Rapid Response Team provides prompt support in the
event a child is at risk of suspension or expulsion. It is a short-
term, collaborative approach, designed to connect families and
providers with existing tools and resources. Supports are
customized to fit a child's or teacher's needs.

Requests can be made using this RRT Referral form. Referrals are processed on
a first come, first served basis and we ask that providers prioritize one child
referral at a time. One of the goals of the RRT is that strategies and supports will
be used across classrooms at the provider so that all children and staff will benefit
from these supports.

Before submitting a referral, please discuss with the parent as parental consent is
required. Child observations, screenings, and parent conferences should also
have been completed so that you can provide the referral coordinator with detailed
information regarding the case.

Community of Practice

Monthly Communities of Practice are available to all program leadership and staff.
These 30-minute sessions are held via Microsoft Teams and focus on helping
program staff effectively utilize resources to strengthen the social and emotional
climate of their classrooms using the Rapid Response Team Social Emotional
Toolkit.

Join us this month to take a look at triggers that may cause children's challenging
behaviors. CoP will be held on July 16th at 1:00 pm or 6:00 pm.

Click here and scroll down to the Community of Practice chart for the link as well
as upcoming sessions!

Save the Date

The United Way of Berks County will be offering
free professional development on Monday, October

12th. See this flyer for details and save the date!

https://www.papdregistry.org/v7/trainings/402061/register
https://www.papdregistry.org/v7/trainings/400214/register
https://www.papdregistry.org/v7/trainings/402176/register
https://www.papdregistry.org/v7/trainings/402063/register
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=cUZVU37zj0qdcAu3dr7FnIwc8qh-ef9Nv9mNha9wCJBURUc0WDVVVVAxSU84MVJYWjVDNjNDSkgxOC4u&origin=QRCode
https://elrc-csc.org/rapid-response-team/
https://files.constantcontact.com/7a62b438801/92d9188a-f8e5-4b34-9c61-64e29cac70e6.pdf


ELRC Updates

CCW Reminders

Outstanding Invoices
Providers must submit all outstanding invoices for May and
June no later than July 30th. While other months allow for a 60-day window to
submit invoices, due to the close of the ELRC fiscal year, all invoices must be
received by 7/30. Invoices received beyond 30th will not be paid.
 
School Age Flip



The School Age Flip occurred on June 15. As a reminder, providers who have
accepted the blended rate have been paid a higher part-time rate which includes
25 full-time days throughout the school year. This accounts for any gaps that may
have occurred between your local school district end date and school age flip date.
 
Adverse Action Notification
When a family has become ineligible to continue with CCW funding, an Adverse
Action (AA) is issued. Providers will also receive a copy of the AA. Please confirm
receipt of this AA notification with the family and discuss next steps with them. You
must wait to take action (change in fee collection, ending care, etc.) until the date
on the notice, not the date the notice was received.
 
Payment Schedule 2026-2027
The CCW Payment schedule for 2026-2027 has been released. Please download
a copy and take note of invoice due dates and payment dates.
2026-2027 Payment Schedule

CCSRR Grant - Final Expense Reports DUE!

All unspent funds from the CCSRR grant were due back
to the ELRC by 6/30. If you have not returned funds, you
are in non-compliance and should report this to your
Quality Coach immediately.

Final Expense Reports must be returned no later than July 31st.

Grant Closures:
Once you have paid all retention and recruitment funds, please complete the Final
Expense Report which you can download here. Please complete ALL sections
highlighted in yellow. Return the completed expense report to your Quality Coach.

Rapid Response Team Tip of the Month
Biting in Young Children

Biting is a common behavior among toddlers and young 2-year-
olds. While challenging for adults, most children outgrow it as they
develop self-regulation skills and receive calm, consistent support.

Why Children Bite
Exploring sensations and cause-and-effect.
Communicating needs, frustration, anger, or discomfort.
Imitating others.
Coping with stress, changes in routine, or sensory needs.
Acting impulsively due to limited self-regulation skills.

Prevention Strategies
Maintain age-appropriate expectations.
Create quiet spaces for children to regroup.
Reduce crowding and provide adequate space.
Keep routines predictable.
Use positive guidance and teach appropriate behaviors.
Offer safe sensory alternatives, such as cold washcloths.

When Biting Occurs
Respond calmly, support both children involved, and teach alternative ways to
communicate and manage emotions. Practice these skills during calm moments.

https://files.constantcontact.com/7a62b438801/2b01c993-e3ff-4407-8163-faaa7a06031f.pdf
https://elrc-csc.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/CCSRR-Final-Expense-Report-Excel-25-26.xlsx


If Biting Persists
Work collaboratively with families to identify patterns, triggers, and effective
strategies. With consistent, developmentally appropriate support, most children
learn safer ways to express their needs and feelings.

To learn more, check out the entire article. Responding to Biting in Early Childhood Settings
Devereux Center for Resilience.
More resources: Promoting Resilience in Preschoolers: A Strategy Guide for Early Childhood
Professionals, Second Edition.

Keystone STARS Tip of the Month
STAR Movement

Summer months bring a good opportunity to focus on some goals you may have
set for yourself over the school year. College students are back to help out,
attendance can be lower with family vacations and older age groups are out of the
facility taking part in fun field trips and excursions.
 
Use this time to work on your ERS self-assessments, begin organizing child files
for the Fall, schedule staff to take some trainings on assessment tools or
curriculum. If you set a goal to achieve the next STAR level this year, reach out to
your Quality Coach who can help you access tools and resources to make the
movement process smoother for you. Higher STAR level programs are able to
receive a higher subsidy reimbursement amount, called a STAR add-on and may
be eligible for higher grant amounts when grants become available this school
year.

Summer Camp Survival Tips for School Age Care

Summer has school age children attending programs for much
longer period of time. This change in schedules can bring some
new challenges. Click here for some quick reminders for School
Age staff to have a safe and fun summer!

PD Registry App

The new PD Registry App is now available for
Apple and Android devices, making it easier than
ever for early learning professionals to manage
their professional development on the go.

With the app, users can:
Upload documents directly from their phone camera or files
Access and manage their PD Registry anytime

The app is free to download in the App Store and Google Play. Designed with
Pennsylvania early childhood educators in mind, this new tool helps save time so
they can stay focused on what matters most—supporting children and families.

Annual Child Care Immunization Survey

https://centerforresilientchildren.org/dcrcblog-biting-early-childhood/
https://centerforresilientchildren.org/dcrcblog-biting-early-childhood/
https://kaplanco.com/product/29021/promoting-resilience-in-preschoolers-strategy-guide-2nd-edition?c=17%7CEA1000?utm_campaign=Devereux_Products%20Marketing%20Initiatives&utm_source=Blog&utm_medium=Blog&utm_term=29021
https://kaplanco.com/product/29021/promoting-resilience-in-preschoolers-strategy-guide-2nd-edition?c=17%7CEA1000?utm_campaign=Devereux_Products%20Marketing%20Initiatives&utm_source=Blog&utm_medium=Blog&utm_term=29021
https://kaplanco.com/product/29021/promoting-resilience-in-preschoolers-strategy-guide-2nd-edition?c=17%7CEA1000?utm_campaign=Devereux_Products%20Marketing%20Initiatives&utm_source=Blog&utm_medium=Blog&utm_term=29021
https://kaplanco.com/product/29021/promoting-resilience-in-preschoolers-strategy-guide-2nd-edition?c=17%7CEA1000?utm_campaign=Devereux_Products%20Marketing%20Initiatives&utm_source=Blog&utm_medium=Blog&utm_term=29021
https://files.constantcontact.com/7a62b438801/e35aecca-0f3f-4db4-83fb-0fa8a3f63916.pdf
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/the-pennsylvania-pd-registry/id6762903814
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.newworldnow.registry.pwa.pa


The PA Department of Health (DOH) is sending out the Annual Child Care
Immunization Reporting Survey to all licensed child care providers to meet the
immunization reporting requirements outlined in 28 Pa. Code § 27.77 (a)(4)
Immunization requirements for children in child care group settings. 
 
The DOH is asking that all licensed child care providers complete and submit the
survey Annual Child Care Immunization Survey 2026 by August 31, 2026. 
 
The following resource materials have been provided to help with reviewing
immunization records and completing the survey:

Links to childhood immunization schedules from nationally recognized
medical associations: American Academy of Pediatrics, American
Academy of Family Physicians, or American College of Obstetricians
and Gynecologists

All schedules include the same recommendations regarding childhood
vaccinations:

Vaccine Identification document
Immunization Tracking Worksheets

PA Child Care Reporting Worksheet Printable (PDF)
DOH Child Care Tracking Worksheet (Excel)

 
The tracking worksheets do not need submitted – they are only a tool to help you
organize the information needed to complete the survey.

Please send any questions you may have to RA-DHImmunize@pa.gov. 

https://d4uhwxlab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JtxogHYOUR3G6hyvzn2eizVePTOcZD7fLlXgDitvgSz3Q6QSVZxbz4mqT5D7M0fEr-g_b01YJIz_GXjJAj9zeGz1_ePCc0Q-jR3n3RiymdqiJsP_9x-lBNLDFxcLMlT5v62AmVcsx3MDawn7FpToKsd0N1K5Qr7HrXVap8t-a3nX2W5P6kedxU2tfEW-rTxkNhxj9E9gPr4UnmeEwbmuXK6C9PWn26DyExXowQvQ1RuXMMlIZPFbAtoyEs9rZwwZwszwdTqnOqYsYm-s4QtzBAZSAzXe1R50-C1wXlB7HWyxD3KQuAZYlg==&c=wwGkAam6jb3VbHfM93V_9xbZOE3O1Vf4OB-dGL9NcnIDSLJjmf2unw==&ch=3WGCWmA4HpQxhom0GWR-ta5v5qFyzMkwxUyeTgH1wGU8jPXX2bRIhQ==
https://d4uhwxlab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JtxogHYOUR3G6hyvzn2eizVePTOcZD7fLlXgDitvgSz3Q6QSVZxbz4mqT5D7M0fEr-g_b01YJIz_GXjJAj9zeGz1_ePCc0Q-jR3n3RiymdqiJsP_9x-lBNLDFxcLMlT5v62AmVcsx3MDawn7FpToKsd0N1K5Qr7HrXVap8t-a3nX2W5P6kedxU2tfEW-rTxkNhxj9E9gPr4UnmeEwbmuXK6C9PWn26DyExXowQvQ1RuXMMlIZPFbAtoyEs9rZwwZwszwdTqnOqYsYm-s4QtzBAZSAzXe1R50-C1wXlB7HWyxD3KQuAZYlg==&c=wwGkAam6jb3VbHfM93V_9xbZOE3O1Vf4OB-dGL9NcnIDSLJjmf2unw==&ch=3WGCWmA4HpQxhom0GWR-ta5v5qFyzMkwxUyeTgH1wGU8jPXX2bRIhQ==
https://d4uhwxlab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JtxogHYOUR3G6hyvzn2eizVePTOcZD7fLlXgDitvgSz3Q6QSVZxbz9o2xl1OD_aXoJOCliBE3xgF1gUEd3r__WOtiCJKFAGsL_fzSg6M9l3lJK3IyYPiEkZLrPgvH3HueYcl78j8zLJB1juTJs35LtP3DjOi0YdC3agx1R0RPvc8D-n_LAIB2b_m94Ayrq1uWRg6bXsv7rwJSHy-VolhryH6ypUVcc3etZFGUJGyWEZSM5qSNJOWjxXLUStsUda1Yxq3qDwozKfL3nNmIcpKZQ==&c=wwGkAam6jb3VbHfM93V_9xbZOE3O1Vf4OB-dGL9NcnIDSLJjmf2unw==&ch=3WGCWmA4HpQxhom0GWR-ta5v5qFyzMkwxUyeTgH1wGU8jPXX2bRIhQ==
https://d4uhwxlab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JtxogHYOUR3G6hyvzn2eizVePTOcZD7fLlXgDitvgSz3Q6QSVZxbz9o2xl1OD_aXoJOCliBE3xgF1gUEd3r__WOtiCJKFAGsL_fzSg6M9l3lJK3IyYPiEkZLrPgvH3HueYcl78j8zLJB1juTJs35LtP3DjOi0YdC3agx1R0RPvc8D-n_LAIB2b_m94Ayrq1uWRg6bXsv7rwJSHy-VolhryH6ypUVcc3etZFGUJGyWEZSM5qSNJOWjxXLUStsUda1Yxq3qDwozKfL3nNmIcpKZQ==&c=wwGkAam6jb3VbHfM93V_9xbZOE3O1Vf4OB-dGL9NcnIDSLJjmf2unw==&ch=3WGCWmA4HpQxhom0GWR-ta5v5qFyzMkwxUyeTgH1wGU8jPXX2bRIhQ==
https://d4uhwxlab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JtxogHYOUR3G6hyvzn2eizVePTOcZD7fLlXgDitvgSz3Q6QSVZxbz4mqT5D7M0fEr-g_b01YJIz_GXjJAj9zeGz1_ePCc0Q-jR3n3RiymdqiJsP_9x-lBNLDFxcLMlT5v62AmVcsx3MDawn7FpToKsd0N1K5Qr7HrXVap8t-a3nX2W5P6kedxU2tfEW-rTxkNhxj9E9gPr4UnmeEwbmuXK6C9PWn26DyExXowQvQ1RuXMMlIZPFbAtoyEs9rZwwZwszwdTqnOqYsYm-s4QtzBAZSAzXe1R50uZXjF577U_fD3woLZvy22w==&c=wwGkAam6jb3VbHfM93V_9xbZOE3O1Vf4OB-dGL9NcnIDSLJjmf2unw==&ch=3WGCWmA4HpQxhom0GWR-ta5v5qFyzMkwxUyeTgH1wGU8jPXX2bRIhQ==
https://d4uhwxlab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JtxogHYOUR3G6hyvzn2eizVePTOcZD7fLlXgDitvgSz3Q6QSVZxbz4mqT5D7M0fEr-g_b01YJIz_GXjJAj9zeGz1_ePCc0Q-jR3n3RiymdqiJsP_9x-lBNLDFxcLMlT5v62AmVcsx3MDawn7FpToKsd0N1K5Qr7HrXVap8t-a3nX2W5P6kedxU2tfEW-rTxkNhxj9E9gPr4UnmeEwbmuXK6C9PWn26DyExXowQvQ1RuXMMlIZPFbAtoyEs9rZwwZwszwdTqnOqYsYm-s4QtzBAZSAzXe1R50uZXjF577U_fD3woLZvy22w==&c=wwGkAam6jb3VbHfM93V_9xbZOE3O1Vf4OB-dGL9NcnIDSLJjmf2unw==&ch=3WGCWmA4HpQxhom0GWR-ta5v5qFyzMkwxUyeTgH1wGU8jPXX2bRIhQ==
https://d4uhwxlab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JtxogHYOUR3G6hyvzn2eizVePTOcZD7fLlXgDitvgSz3Q6QSVZxbz4mqT5D7M0fEr-g_b01YJIz_GXjJAj9zeGz1_ePCc0Q-jR3n3RiymdqiJsP_9x-lBNLDFxcLMlT5v62AmVcsx3MDawn7FpToKsd0N1K5Qr7HrXVap8t-a3nX2W5P6kedxU2tfEW-rTxkNhxj9E9gPr4UnmeEwbmuXK6C9PWn26DyExXowQvQ1RuXMMlIZPFbAtoyEs9rZwwZwszwdTqnOqYsYm-s4QtzBAZSAzXe1R50V1FjIUXqC8hsp65l0BBDqg==&c=wwGkAam6jb3VbHfM93V_9xbZOE3O1Vf4OB-dGL9NcnIDSLJjmf2unw==&ch=3WGCWmA4HpQxhom0GWR-ta5v5qFyzMkwxUyeTgH1wGU8jPXX2bRIhQ==
https://d4uhwxlab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JtxogHYOUR3G6hyvzn2eizVePTOcZD7fLlXgDitvgSz3Q6QSVZxbz4mqT5D7M0fEsDsGCeMYcOf-aOI12TMY_xWAAFwbcsds0OyrubOyx0J7MxT-a4rXCv6hQaGEYIwO5NKdQvEFPLerHuB2kOJ6jpOBRegRDz0oTTGv4m62kGJoGozUSA1WqHjUuOm2NZmy&c=wwGkAam6jb3VbHfM93V_9xbZOE3O1Vf4OB-dGL9NcnIDSLJjmf2unw==&ch=3WGCWmA4HpQxhom0GWR-ta5v5qFyzMkwxUyeTgH1wGU8jPXX2bRIhQ==
https://d4uhwxlab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JtxogHYOUR3G6hyvzn2eizVePTOcZD7fLlXgDitvgSz3Q6QSVZxbz4mqT5D7M0fEtbPbr5PWxnEV-u1sMVN6XImo1JUopqRwlrNZpB95sq73yi3UTNOtW8GKYyJK62tOC1ACh8z4yGS3Vs06-gPLhHEvgIFZ_-NrsFO4MskYMLU7iV2eipuVrqQU2bDVk-9wQ9pzKjvE0MnLCWeZp3XtHJ3FklspfXiNrz2LfnI2hwRMf1lcjE7b1ngH9_29Uy6Z&c=wwGkAam6jb3VbHfM93V_9xbZOE3O1Vf4OB-dGL9NcnIDSLJjmf2unw==&ch=3WGCWmA4HpQxhom0GWR-ta5v5qFyzMkwxUyeTgH1wGU8jPXX2bRIhQ==
https://d4uhwxlab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JtxogHYOUR3G6hyvzn2eizVePTOcZD7fLlXgDitvgSz3Q6QSVZxbz4mqT5D7M0fEtbPbr5PWxnEV-u1sMVN6XImo1JUopqRwlrNZpB95sq73yi3UTNOtW8GKYyJK62tOC1ACh8z4yGS3Vs06-gPLhHEvgIFZ_-NrsFO4MskYMLU7iV2eipuVrqQU2bDVk-9wQ9pzKjvE0MnLCWeZp3XtHJ3FklspfXiNrz2LfnI2hwRMf1lcjE7b1ngH9_29Uy6Z&c=wwGkAam6jb3VbHfM93V_9xbZOE3O1Vf4OB-dGL9NcnIDSLJjmf2unw==&ch=3WGCWmA4HpQxhom0GWR-ta5v5qFyzMkwxUyeTgH1wGU8jPXX2bRIhQ==
https://d4uhwxlab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JtxogHYOUR3G6hyvzn2eizVePTOcZD7fLlXgDitvgSz3Q6QSVZxbz4mqT5D7M0fEZOK6OKv7vWaDOqpPZSlsNXXH0LoELB45OipIKYzxdtMdABQ1ZsCpVMo3yDO0hZGUqgx0CynY-6vTxWCtZwKN6a1r0eXzUGsBuyfy2MBYLPwbgil8atduy9biwkR8NGGDAwqPOZSJAO8gf-UIoTiV2cb7gFhe7Rxl&c=wwGkAam6jb3VbHfM93V_9xbZOE3O1Vf4OB-dGL9NcnIDSLJjmf2unw==&ch=3WGCWmA4HpQxhom0GWR-ta5v5qFyzMkwxUyeTgH1wGU8jPXX2bRIhQ==
https://d4uhwxlab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JtxogHYOUR3G6hyvzn2eizVePTOcZD7fLlXgDitvgSz3Q6QSVZxbz4mqT5D7M0fEZOK6OKv7vWaDOqpPZSlsNXXH0LoELB45OipIKYzxdtMdABQ1ZsCpVMo3yDO0hZGUqgx0CynY-6vTxWCtZwKN6a1r0eXzUGsBuyfy2MBYLPwbgil8atduy9biwkR8NGGDAwqPOZSJAO8gf-UIoTiV2cb7gFhe7Rxl&c=wwGkAam6jb3VbHfM93V_9xbZOE3O1Vf4OB-dGL9NcnIDSLJjmf2unw==&ch=3WGCWmA4HpQxhom0GWR-ta5v5qFyzMkwxUyeTgH1wGU8jPXX2bRIhQ==
https://d4uhwxlab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JtxogHYOUR3G6hyvzn2eizVePTOcZD7fLlXgDitvgSz3Q6QSVZxbz4mqT5D7M0fE1oblkPrWmHe1II0TnrRhsijWqe6-UuXhkFDmh4QT_3u_Enk-QPlWF0p_HR88EGIcIbWAzDt7692Vp41fg8gH8tOpP6TyEl2fAWnNKNqedF_czuSqtJ8UYcNSce4v4HRXxmtGpS73noA1OFujoMJD2zX7mHn6vgj9SQZkPvrPMvQ=&c=wwGkAam6jb3VbHfM93V_9xbZOE3O1Vf4OB-dGL9NcnIDSLJjmf2unw==&ch=3WGCWmA4HpQxhom0GWR-ta5v5qFyzMkwxUyeTgH1wGU8jPXX2bRIhQ==
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Health & Safety

ECELS Health & Safety Newsletter

Early Childhood Education Linkage System
(ECELS) publishes a monthly newsletter full of
valuable health & safety tips, and resources for
staff, children and families.
 
Click here to view their newsletter and download the most recent edition.

 
Virtual Office Hours
You can now connect with ECELS staff during office hours. ECELS staff can
discuss any questions and concerns you may have, pertaining to healthy childcare
practices. Please register for an appointment for their office hours by following this
link. After you register, you will receive an email confirmation with your
appointment information. 

For a full list of topics visit their webpage.

ECELS has compiled a master list of emergency preparedness resources for ECE
programs. This collection includes practical, evidence-based tools such as
webinars, training modules, printable guides, articles, videos, fillable PDFs, and
developmentally appropriate activities for young children, along with resources to
share with families. Covering national and regional content, it helps Pennsylvania
ECE programs plan, prepare for, and respond effectively to emergencies while
supporting the safety of children and staff. 
Find All ECELS Resources here.

Preventing Children from Being Left in
Vehicles

Every year, children are injured or lose their lives
after being left in hot vehicles. Even on mild days,
the temperature inside a parked car can rise
rapidly, creating life-threatening conditions within

minutes. Both child care providers and parents play a critical role in preventing
these tragedies.

Strategies for Child Care Providers
To ensure children are safe during summer field trips or other outings, establish
clear transportation procedures for every trip.

Conduct a head count before departure, upon arrival, and before leaving the
vehicle. Use a written attendance log and verify that every child has been
accounted for.
Perform a thorough vehicle check after each trip. Walk to the back of the
vehicle and inspect every seat, including under blankets and behind seats.
Consider placing a reminder item, such as a clipboard, attendance sheet, or
staff bag, in the rear of the vehicle so drivers must walk through the entire
vehicle before exiting.
Train all staff on transportation safety policies and emergency procedures.
Create a culture of accountability where staff members remind and support

https://files.constantcontact.com/7a62b438801/2c502d66-9bb1-4c18-a472-e5275c589ab7.pdf
https://hvjwubcbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yAy3PRp376ukCt7VbH6XeFqINUbPq-80NiUgDKCtbJOgbxnCIRPvwYJsw4sUZlnFjnw-nlDMMsyPjx6-GnlstTN7lm8ui1shTyN-NusucamGciN7m3XhZUZ6yeav8SPyOGBGtAZD6dcnRkDyJCh1Dx_EQG-ew6l5IingC6zSkI4XtZCASSd5Iw==&c=gLlK1DL8UQKqctRlp4TCbE21GlJQHRp62QcuTHaX3a3GCxcAJOxdxA==&ch=ZO32y6LOW1JUTWAgQ7EZT4bEkHYtbhXqSIFb5WuMq3sPrU-dGw0oKA==
https://www.ecels-healthychildcarepa.org/challenge-page/eda5f096-fc86-4f9e-8bad-2f78218799da?programId=eda5f096-fc86-4f9e-8bad-2f78218799da
https://98nadotab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HjSBF31-1B_Eh1L0Ivs1jGM6OpJmFxq1kTKkOdN8GJLbBmWbrl8sZyYjfwafuAAzzKHuvg5iqOFWbV6Nv8_9DdxlH6-96_kQZpvdDpjCzjnS8cj_C250CvXW2lq1neM7yKst563T1r_lExhdanfoN_uRpI6USwAmAOdD3TmjNKy1dM3SGvIVQ9PF5wv7b2sT&c=rJ8x2DGFyYaS3PJgoFrU0Hc-ZnoWyAYpTCXlQhIBFz77XdoF9-H1XA==&ch=vZRLuiwc-4047xA3g4ara-swzh_lFvg2cnC9zMZaEL8XgKU8vb3UFw==
https://98nadotab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HjSBF31-1B_Eh1L0Ivs1jGM6OpJmFxq1kTKkOdN8GJLbBmWbrl8sZyYjfwafuAAzzKHuvg5iqOFWbV6Nv8_9DdxlH6-96_kQZpvdDpjCzjnS8cj_C250CvXW2lq1neM7yKst563T1r_lExhdanfoN_uRpI6USwAmAOdD3TmjNKy1dM3SGvIVQ9PF5wv7b2sT&c=rJ8x2DGFyYaS3PJgoFrU0Hc-ZnoWyAYpTCXlQhIBFz77XdoF9-H1XA==&ch=vZRLuiwc-4047xA3g4ara-swzh_lFvg2cnC9zMZaEL8XgKU8vb3UFw==


one another in following safety protocols.

Support parents in developing these habits as well. Schedule daily attendance
checks and immediately follow-up when a child expected at the program does not
arrive. Post or distribute helpful flyers like this one:

Summer Car Safety

CDC Issues Recall for Infant Formula:
Infant Botulism Outbreak Linked to Powdered Infant Formula
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has issued a recall for
powdered infant formula.
 
On June 13, 2026, Nara Organics recalled all Nara Organics Whole Milk Organic
Infant Formula. Nara Organics infant formula is a powdered formula sold at Target
retail stores, Target.com, and Nara.com.

Per the CDC, please follow the following instructions: 
Do not use recalled infant formula. If you have unopened cans of Nara Organics
infant formula, throw them away or return them. If you have an opened can of Nara
Organics infant formula, see guidance from the CDC.

Wash items and surfaces. Wash items and surfaces that may have touched the
recalled formula using hot soapy water or a dishwasher.
 
Seek care if your infant becomes ill. Seek immediate medical care if your infant
consumed Nara Organics infant formula and has any of these signs or symptoms
of infant botulism: poor feeding, loss of head control, difficulty swallowing, or
decreased facial expression.
 
Report information to the FDA. To report a complaint or adverse event (illness or
serious allergic reaction), visit the FDA's Safety Reporting Portal. If your child has
signs or symptoms of infant botulism, seek medical attention before using the
portal.
 
For additional details, please see the release from the CDC.

Tick Safety
What should childcare providers do when they find a tick
on a child?
 

Department of Human Services Certification recommends that if a childcare
provider finds an embedded tick, they should immediately contact the child’s
parent or guardian so that next steps can be determined quickly. This is consistent
with regulation 132(a). It is advised that a provider does not remove a tick unless
there is written authorization by the parent and the provider has received the
appropriate health and safety training to do so. Following proper technique for tick
removal can be challenging; even with proper technique, heads can stay attached
and need to be dug out, which can be difficult.

Oral Health Tip
Finding a Dentist
 

https://files.constantcontact.com/7a62b438801/0586555a-cac0-4d0e-8f61-bd319b5f3e62.pdf
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https://d4uhwxlab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TbHufQQxYBWfjzJnajhd1_kaVJ5B55Zh3q8kj8qNxTMH7f_zbF2FEB9lEsG-7azr_4ZBuPQdPbBagKyNlRfC8B4BNDre1i9715oN8utaliG0v3CI2q9UrdJM2JMawagdJftLSVOkx2SOAl0bXj5dgjb3dJr5nCCrBYNo2ariINLJ2gXnGqdjUbxahZ4orml1_UVlJxp7yScLyZDvZUAllYODrd2qjoVPtpFW1-5wHQNV-YwdzEd9OEO5qYOy4kBe&c=ZB9Jwx4zsTYTcnF3gyqSre5XW8A5kPeqj-VS1XNbv-7EF8RxIqPtbA==&ch=WOgtiESJKhgIIhjSFlMtVny45EdBinO0ER_3cfNT0T9e6mYMSAmcvA==


Did you know that tooth decay is the number one
chronic disease for children but can be prevented and
managed with good oral care? Oral care starts during
pregnancy, and dental visits should begin by a child’s

1st birthday.

For help finding a dentist use the following links:
Early Childhood Learning & Knowledge Center:
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/publication/finding-dental-clinic-your-child
American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry – Find a Pediatric Dentist:
https://www.aapd.org/publications/find-a-pd/
American Dental Association – Find a Dentist: https://findadentist.ada.org/
Pennsylvania Dental Association: http://www.padental.org
Find Dentists Accepting Medical Assistance: http://www.InsureKidsNow.gov

Article Credit: HeadStart.gov

Want to add staff or other members of your team to this newsletter? Email
estair@cscinc.org and specify which Regional Newsletter you would like.

Requests will be added to next month's distribution.
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