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Region 12 Updates

The ELRC offices will be closed on Monday, A
September 2, 2024 for Labor Day. We will reopen ‘mp“mkm

on Tuesday, September 3rd.

Kick Off Meetings - Registration Open

Rapid Response Team (dWQ
Y
D

The ELRC will be hosting the annual Kick Off Meetings in RAPI
September with a focus on the implementation of the Rapid RESPONSE TEAM
Response Team. The Rapid Response Team is designed to

support the child care provider who is struggling with the challenging behaviors
of a child who is at immediate risk of suspension or expulsion. The team will also
provide supports and referrals to the family and child.

Representation from each child care provider at one of these meetings is crucial
to learn about this project and how you can access it's supports.

September 10
6:00-8:30 pm
Tannersville

September 17
6:00-8:30 pm
Scranton

September 19


http://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=a70a8dff-36a9-49ab-949d-9b071ab3e016

12:30 - 3:00 pm
Scranton

September 24
10:00-12:30 pm
Lehighton

Click here to register
If a child enrolled in your program could benefit from the Rapid Response

Team supports, you can begin the referral process here: RRT Referral
(This program does require parental consent)

Community Provider Spotlight

A private, non-profit health and human services organization, MFHS works to
meet the ever-changing health and nutrition needs of Northeastern
Pennsylvania’s women, children, and families that improves the quality of life
through information, education, and quality care. They serve 17 counties
including Bradford, Luzerne, Sullivan and Wyoming Counties. They offer several
programs including:

5 B (6 8

WIC Nutrition Reproductive Nurse-Family Pregnancy
Health Partnership Care

A new dental department at the MFHS Circle of Care Scranton office, which is
committed to providing affordable, quality dental services to their clients and
their children.

For more information: Maternal and Family Health Services - MFHS.org

Caring For Our Future

You are invited! Please come out and learn about the
local and national childcare crisis and how it is
impacting children, families, and the economy.

Thursday, September 19th
8:00-10:00 am

For additional details and to register, click here to view the flyer.

Region 12 Provider Supports @

C o
Directors Network
In lieu of the Director’s Network, Kick Off Meetings will be
held this month. We look forward to seeing you at our next h
network meeting in October. The date and time will be ()

announced at a later date. Please be sure to sign up for one



https://hvjwubcbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017FAqHYJW0-8EMRtxkOV5BypP7nZEVEFfjrwuHDBnLVBq2b_h4WqvxhfDJzx4C3qj44-DuCTfZeBgftbGxi10o35ZhORWDsDrPwwbUm58eW2-kRP-pwejJKHW4u-qFiAFaAswO94HRDFZYp_3Wgwgde3fkd-NnhXWBOyznINChWs7lUCZKZRV7VVBSARp_40MD5H1tXwp8rgwbEzpmvPCTA==&c=ulGcbdjcqc57c4GeEvl1vT2x1j_3v4UAAdK3sygEtp5PuU1dU96m9A==&ch=FPMOzImA5ggQXU5XbLUvya-f2RzFzofz69gse4nWxVwTZXaq8IluQQ==
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=cUZVU37zj0qdcAu3dr7FnIwc8qh-ef9Nv9mNha9wCJBURUc0WDVVVVAxSU84MVJYWjVDNjNDSkgxOC4u&origin=QRCode
https://www.mfhs.org/
https://files.constantcontact.com/7a62b438801/56cb9808-6bff-458b-a424-921564891256.pdf?_gl=1*1kfnf1z*_gcl_au*MTM5NTAxODU0NC4xNzI1MDE5MTU3*_ga*MzQ5YWNmOWMtZDdkOC00YTNkLWIwYzAtYzI0ZDQzOTNhYWU4*_ga_14T5LGLSQ3*MTcyNTAxOTE1NS4xLjEuMTcyNTAyMTI5MS44LjAuMA..

of the Kick Off Meetings in September (registration link above)

Coaches Calendar

Print out a copy of the Region 12 Quality Coach Monthly Calendar for a quick
reference to all regional support activities. Remember, your Quality Coach has
office hours scheduled on the calendar and is available to meet with you and
provide any needed supports. Click here to view this month’s calendar.

Mobile Office Days

—%

ELRC staff are in the community to meet with families at our "@'
mobile site locations. The mobile sites allow families to meet o U So
. . e . (==
with family specialists in locations that may be more =

convenient for them.

Please encourage your families to stop by to receive information about the Child
Care Works program, pick up/drop off applications, or to get assistance in
finding resources in our community.

Click here for the flyer with dates and times of mobile office days.

ELRC Updates

CCW Reminders

Provider Self Service Users-Closed Days

The ELRC sent copies of the Appendix B: 2024-2025 Closed Days to all Providers
with the new Provider Agreements. If you are Provider Self Service (PSS) user
and updated your closed days for 2024-2025 when completing your new Provider
Agreement, please go into PSS and update your closed days. The ELRC cannot
update closed days for PSS users. Please contact your Provider Specialist if you
have any questions.

e As you prepare for Fall enrollments, please report school year changes to
your Provider Specialist
e School-age children will revert back to the part-time, school year rate on

September 2nd please be sure to check your September invoice to make
sure all of your School Age children flipped to the part-time blended rate
and that their schedules are correct.

e |t is important to always review invoices for accuracy. Children who are
missing from your invoice must be added timely. Also, check to ensure any
children who have changes to enrollment or left care are corrected on your
invoice each month.

STARS Continuous Quality Improvement Awards!

&
Keystone STARS Continuous Quality Improvement Award Aﬂww/
acceptance letters will be sent to eligible STAR 2, 3 & 4 ———

providers in mid-September. The intent of the Awards is
to improve, support, and recognize the quality of



https://files.constantcontact.com/7a62b438801/6a9d5db1-6c92-4f85-acde-5232ebf35441.pdf?_gl=1*wk9owz*_gcl_au*MTM5NTAxODU0NC4xNzI1MDE5MTU3*_ga*MzQ5YWNmOWMtZDdkOC00YTNkLWIwYzAtYzI0ZDQzOTNhYWU4*_ga_14T5LGLSQ3*MTcyNTAxOTE1NS4xLjEuMTcyNTAyMTQzMS44LjAuMA..
https://files.constantcontact.com/7a62b438801/256b3bf3-f6bd-4a82-8f99-59504a62114b.pdf

Pennsylvania’s early learning and school-age programs that are invested in the
Keystone STARS Program.

Providers in ELRC Regions 11,12, 13, 14 & 16 will be emailed their acceptance
letter. If you are expecting a letter but do not recieve it by the end of
September, please reach out to your Quality Coach.

Providers should complete their acceptance letter and email back to elrc-
ksgrants@cscinc.org. All acceptance letter must be recieved by December 13,
2024.

For full details, please see the Announcement ELRC 24 #02, 2024-25 Keystone
STARS Continuous Quality Improvement Awards. This Announcement contains
important information regarding general provider eligibility requirements, a
policy eligibility exception for STAR 1 programs, special consideration for STAR 2
and 3 programs, award amounts, allowable expenses, ineligible expenses,
processes and a timeline.

Strengthening Business Practices - Series Open

The National Center on Early Childhood Quality Assurance is offering a new
curriculum series, Strengthening Business Practices for Child Care Programs.
The training content and activities are designed to strengthen child care
providers’ foundational knowledge of sound fiscal management and business
operations.

The series contains four modules of business practices content:

Budgets, Projections, and Planning

Financial Reports and Internal Controls

Marketing for Child Care Programs

Staff Recruitment and Retention for Center-based Child Care Programs

For an overview of sessions offered, click on this flyer:
e Business Practices for Child Care Programs

For dates and registration information, click on this flyer:
e Fall-Winter 2024 Registration

IECMHC has added School Age Consultation!

The PA Key Infant-Early Childhood Mental Health Consultation program has now
added a team to work with School Age children! This team will provide
consultation to help problem solve challenging behaviors, peer relationships,
emotional regulation and other struggles that school age children may be having
during their time in your program.

Please see this flyer for more information and to request the FREE service.



mailto:elrc-ksgrants@cscinc.org
https://d4uhwxlab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SytKgNwXKaQJAi0hJCOEP4LFHuzYekOqz0FZANc-Pp_vEZoqp1sB3hdD4y7Db10YT8AjXINp5-yj5hPFU3SvriWl3TLybSpMFpEns1ZdViVC_RhCDU29ZgGL4dZ7mVDOJCn1wcqyuBFmGbZHULTvxhdiPN_Int1B2eJf_HrjYi8=&c=JPCgA3F9fFR88znAAODdAvXDSMQ3-4EDDbUTa_8K_Hs0Eh58Ns0rZQ==&ch=_ca-fyMAh2FOnnUhuGJblrIDTzqQjUy4TEcU82zSyL_-E_SQcaJJVA==
https://files.constantcontact.com/7a62b438801/7b282e10-5052-493d-8960-5678afe9d48e.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/7a62b438801/5e330d4b-a56f-49d7-9676-9263d3fb9cf0.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/7a62b438801/b5e19a09-c7ba-4687-8dbd-3a62ad717cc4.pdf
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ECE Summit - October 28 - 29, 2024

The annual Pennsylvania Early Childhood Education A
Summit will be back in-person for 2024 at the Penn EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
Stater Conference Center in State College. Summit will S U M M ]T
run Monday and Tuesday, October 28 & 29, 2024.

Questions about Summit or suggestions for Keynotes can be sent

to info@earlychildhoodsummit.org.

m _ PA Farm to School Network
FARM TO SCHOOL
The Pennsylvania Farm to School Network (PFSN)
is a collaborative that works to advance farm to
school strategies and policies across the commonwealth. The network is made up
of members, working groups, a leadership team, and a coordinating agency. PFSN
works to cultivate farm to school and farm to early care and education (ECE)
initiatives that:
e create opportunities for all children across the state to grow, learn about,
and enjoy eating Pennsylvania foods;

® increase market opportunities for Pennsylvania producers;
e connect growers, schools, ECE sites, and community members around food

To learn more about the PA Farm to School Network, and receive resources
throughout the year, sign up for the Monthly Harvest newsletter. For a round-up
of the current farm to school opportunities, check out the latest Monthly
Harvest Newsletter.

Parent Project Podcast

Community Services for Children has been hosting the Parent Project Podcast to
engage families in areas of common concern for parents. Experts provide
perspectives on topics of health & safety, mental health, child transition and
other important subjects.

Please consider sharing these podcasts with the families in your program!

This month, we are joined by Erin Barron, a nurse with 20 years' experience, who
discusses car seat safety. Click here to listen.
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Health & Safety

ECELS Health & Safety Newsletter
ge8i| ECELS
Early Childhood Education Linkage System (ECELS) Early Childhood Education Linkage System
publishes a monthly newsletter full of valuable Healthy Child Care Pennsylvania
health & safety tips and resources for staff,

children and families.

Click here to download the most recent newsletter.

Apple Juice Recall Q

The US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) website indicates
that more than 9,500 cases of Great Value apple juice sold at
Walmart stores across 25 states has been recalled by Walmart's
juice supplier. Reportedly the juice contains 13.2 parts per billion (ppb)
inorganic arsenic, which exceeds the FDA set limit of 10 ppb.

Alert

Sold as 8-ounce bottles as part of a 6-pack, the exact UPC code can be obtained
on the FDA enforcement report. Click here for more information.

How Smoking Affects Oral Health

Smoking can lead to disease and disability, harming nearly every bodily organ.
More than 16 million Americans are living with a disease caused by smoking.
Secondhand smoke is also dangerous to both adults and children.


https://files.constantcontact.com/7a62b438801/3f82fc5b-46c1-4405-984f-21263cb87105.pdf
https://www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts/ires/?Product=209660

Smoking traditional cigarettes, e-cigarettes, cigars, pipes, water pipes, and
smokeless tobacco can all cause health problems. Smoking makes it more likely
that a person will have tooth decay, gum disease, oral cancer, and poor birth
outcomes. It also causes stained teeth, bad breath, and reduced ability to taste
and smell.

Not smoking or quitting smoking is important for overall health, including oral
health. When a smoker quits, it improves their health and quality of life. It also
improves the health and quality of life of those around them, especially young

children.

Smokefree.gov - Explore this website to find out about different ways to quit
smoking.

Want to add staff or other members of your team to this newsletter? Email
estair@cscinc.org and specify which Regional Newsletter you would like.
Requests will be added to next month's distribution.
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