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Region 11 Updates

The ELRC offices will be closed on Thursday, July
4th. We will reopen on Friday, July 5th.

Wishing you and your family, a safe and healthy
holiday!

The ELRC is Celebrating its 6th anniversary!
 

We thank you for your partnership, collaboration and
work with the families and children in your care. We are
looking forward to continuing to serve you and the
community as we move into the 2024-2025 fiscal year.

Kick Off Meetings - Save the Date
Rapid Response Team

 
The ELRC will be hosting the annual Kick Off Meetings in September with a focus
on the implementation of the Rapid Response Team. The Rapid Response team is
designed to support the child care provider who is struggling with the
challenging behaviors of a child who is at immediate risk of suspension or
expulsion. The team will also provide supports and referrals to the family and
child.

http://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=32a13510-5e42-48dd-ad8d-5cd5c104de90


Representation from each child care provider at one of these meetings is crucial
to learn about this project and how you can access it's supports. Please save the
following dates and times and keep an eye out for registration information to be
released soon!

 
Tuesday, September 24

1:00-3:30 pm
OR

5:30-7:30 pm
Wilkes-Barre

 
Wednesday, September 25

6:00-8:30 pm
Towanda

 
Thursday, September 26

1:00-3:30 pm
Bloomsburg

CDA Apprenticeship

Northampton Community College is offering a CDA Apprenticeship program
beginning in September. This is an amazing opportunity for program staff to earn
9 ECE credits and a CDA completely FREE! They are also able to take the courses
online in the evening and complete the work at their own pace.

See the flyer below and contact Natasha Kershner at
kershner@northampton.edu for more information.

CDA Apprenticeship Flyer

Community Resource Spotlight

Fork Over Love began as an emergency response in
January 2021 to bridge the gap between two groups of
people severely affected by the pandemic: those
struggling to put food on the table and small,
struggling, independent restaurants. Both experienced
different levels and types of food insecurity.

Today, families can attend a free food event and enjoy food donated and
prepared by local restaurants with the help of volunteers. If anyone is able, they
may also leave a donation to fuel future events.
Upcoming Fork Over Love Events can be found here.

Fork Over Love
 33 Gateway Shopping Center

Edwardsville, PA 18704
570-331-8362

Region 11 Provider Supports

Director’s Network

mailto:nkershner@northampton.edu
https://files.constantcontact.com/7a62b438801/ea1e366e-a9c4-42e1-8ab7-9d754282310a.pdf?_gl=1*1twxkff*_gcl_au*ODM2NzU0MTAyLjE3MTgzNjUxMDU.*_ga*NDg2NDA4MmMtM2UxZS00MzhlLTg1YTYtNTQyNjU1Njg4OTZm*_ga_14T5LGLSQ3*MTcxOTQwMjcwOS40NS4xLjE3MTk0MDM2MDcuMjYuMC4w
https://forkoverlove.org/events


The Region 11 Director’s Network Roundtable meets monthly
to share ideas and resources and to build partnerships in the

child care community. Join us Thursday, July 18th at 1:00
pm via Microsoft Teams to discuss “Healthcare Consultants,
Care Plans and Resources”. Click here to register.

Quality Coach Monthly Calendar
Print out a copy of the Region 11 Quality Coach Monthly Calendar for a quick
reference to all regional support activities. Remember, your Quality Coach has
office hours scheduled on the calendar and is available to meet with you and
provide any needed supports. Click here to view this month’s calendar.

ELRC Updates

CCW Reminders

Outstanding Invoices
Providers must submit all outstanding invoices no later
than July 15th. While other months allow for a 60 day
window to submit invoices, due to the close of the ELRC fiscal year, all invoices
must be received by 7/15. Invoices received beyond July 15th will not be paid.

School Age Flip
The School Age Flip occurred on June 14. As a reminder, providers who have
accepted the blended rate have been paid a higher part-time rate which includes
25 full-time days throughout the school year. This accounts for any gaps that
may have occurred between your local school district end date and school age
flip date.

40 day Absence Policy
Child Care Works will pay for 40 absences per child for the year. These absences
reset back to zero on 7/1/24. 
 
Payment Schedule 2024-2025
The CCW Payment schedule for 2024-2025 has been released. Please download a
copy and take note of invoice due dates and payment dates.

2024-2025 Payment Schedule

Child Care Works Provider Agreements

All providers received a copy of the new provider
agreement on June 4, 2024. If you have not done
so already, please complete and sign new

provider agreement that will be effective August 1, 2024. The provider
agreement establishes the terms of participation and payment between
Community Services for Children and a certified child care provider who provides
care to children that participate in Pennsylvania’s subsidized child care program,
Child Care Works (CCW).
 
Please print, sign and return the Provider Agreement indicating you are willing
to continue to participate in the CCW program to your ELRC at
ELRC11@cscinc.org by July 1, 2024. If you do not return the new Provider

https://files.constantcontact.com/7a62b438801/5302e644-2bf3-4f05-81e3-3fa25b8db3e6.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/7a62b438801/77d7cd9e-6a82-4e48-ad23-e91e784e8539.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/7a62b438801/c779d705-fb3d-4097-9708-17f92c913ee8.pdf
mailto:elrc11@cscinc.org


Agreement to the ELRC by July 31, 2024, your Provider Agreement will be
terminated.

Please note, if you are updating your rates on the Appendix C-1, you must also
send in a copy of your published rates.

Please contact your Provider Specialist if you have not received a copy of the
agreement or if you have any questions.

ECE Summit - October 28 - 29, 2024
The annual Pennsylvania Early Childhood Education
Summit will be back in-person for 2024 at the Penn
Stater Conference Center in State College. Summit will
run Monday and Tuesday, October 28 & 29, 2024.
Questions about Summit or suggestions for Keynotes can be sent
to info@earlychildhoodsummit.org. 

COMPASS link updated

Effective 6/17/2024, the new link for COMPASS will be www.compass.pa.gov .
The old link https://www.compass.state.pa.us should redirect to the new link
during this transition.

Did You Know?

As an early childhood professional, you know how important the early years are
for a child’s development. However, many families and communities members
do not know how important quality early learning experiences are for children.
Click on the links below for a set of labels that can be used in your enrollment
packets, family engagement and community events. Help spread the word!

​Did You Know Labels

Asynchronous courses live on the PD Registry

https://d4uhwxlab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011N_jnwA6h7uNP7awLNx-N3Imeww5slMdEPeOtMI68XQIPKB7lNqZrHlQJeU3jlUogFg4IjviiqkJnaeATACfh55b_EFYD4fQ9dlSATD_4Y_syeosGqv-zzEns6HOZtTJKkElQraoXUVTKi3WPjOCMk3JYG2LDkk8&c=QzagbNjoR6UuTEy4lS1rqm_wgH5onJ1BM8v7IusRtnjvFn8BvLDo9A==&ch=19aodQ4Y6KyWZo2FJIK3zs_thwYzgb4Sb1hYPB3aosGnHhMgQcMCVw==
mailto:info@earlychildhoodsummit.org
http://www.compass.pa.gov/
https://www.compass.state.pa.us/
https://files.constantcontact.com/7a62b438801/e0316d99-f3c0-45ec-8eb4-60286254d01b.pdf


Program Observation Instrument Professional Development related to
Environment, Interactions, & Classroom Practices

Foundations of ERS
English:
Online Self-Paced: Foundations of the Environment Rating Scale ( ERS), Event ID#
362393
 
Spanish/Español:
Aprendizaje en línea autodirigido: Fundamentos de la escala de calificación del
ambiente (ERS, por sus siglas en inglés), Event ID# 367436
 

ERS Scale Specific Courses
Online Self-Paced: Early Childhood Environment Rating Scale, Third Edition
(ECERS-3), Event ID# 363916
Online Self-Paced School-Age Care Environment Ratings Scale - Updated
(SACERS-U), Event ID# 361129
Online Self-Paced: Foundations of the Family Child Care Environment Rating
Scale (FCCERS), Event ID#361814
 

Adult-Child Interactions
Online Self-Paced Pennsylvania Foundations of the Classroom Assessment Scoring
System (CLASS) – Event ID#361130.
Online Self-Paced: Infant Classroom Assessment Scoring System  ® (CLASS ®),
Event ID# 362393
 

Program Administration, Leadership & Management Practices
Online Self-Paced: PA Foundations of the Business Administration Scale ( BAS),
Event ID# 368202 
 

POIs related to Social-Emotional Learning
Online Self-Paced: Social Emotional Learning Program Quality Assessment ( SEL
PQA), Event ID# 368214

Parent Project Podcast

Community Services for Children has been hosting the Parent Project Podcast to
engage families in areas of common concern for parents. Experts provide
perspectives on topics of health & safety, mental health, child transition and
other important subjects.

Please consider sharing these podcasts with the families in your program!

This month, we are joined by Katie Fries a registered play therapist and owner of
All of You Therapy, LLC . She walks listeners through the parental role in
creating emotionally healthy kids. Click here to listen.

https://allofyoutherapy.net/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gHYDlDqtKf4&list=PL75g5mu7cn0Ly-GGJsSsf7wsWTdcbqJJd&index=16


Health & Safety

Toxic Plant Policy

OCDEL has released Announcement C-24-01
Guidance to Identifying Toxic Plants in a Child
Care Setting.  This guidance covers policies and
procedures providers should implement as it
pertains to toxic plants. It also provides
information on plant identification, identifying if
a plant is toxic, symptoms of contact with a toxic
plant, and information on steps to take if a child
encounters a toxic plant.
 
Click on this link for an on-demand webinar for
an overview of this announcement.

Water Beads

Did you know that water beads are associated
with thousands of emergency-department visits
every year? Water beads, often sold as toys, in
craft kits, as sensory tools, are small, water-
absorbing, often colorful balls of super absorbent
polymer and can grow 100 times their original
size when exposed to water. Water beads should
not be used by child care providers.

Water beads can be deadly to babies and small
children if ingested, and can lead to choking, internal injuries and even death if

https://d4uhwxlab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001t_gl-F2PAL8F7Ezm6Uwwh6RBDSfe89NUshnrIhc2_1wKBADB3Dvmbk_j5cLSLc8Ehx7fJ4xKKghv_OENQt1MPTGGmqTXimFSDGyMAKFz7Sm1-DAho5oHiP8jnPAEcVsXwsVZZR5R3aK9mI9Vq4ukhqOYbKBTg5cx&c=23ijavImTB9tXVJKtF_fSpT9sG7mYzFapYkpik4vmmgvVhuY8KO_JQ==&ch=0JJ-6cHAV1QohHMer0IFsbPyNsAWRbuQWkvTndCPH0bLcs6ILNdzag==
https://d4uhwxlab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001t_gl-F2PAL8F7Ezm6Uwwh6RBDSfe89NUshnrIhc2_1wKBADB3Dvmbk_j5cLSLc8EHqa6FRTV48fwf2RUcxicmCpgEIWBVEDyZSWka5Jd6yBUUaYS6EQ0rCl0BAEvAB6775jqq6FXrggZ4k5-rgmZjduGryDCXY7T5ysQQTjs7DFKGVr78EdR146uKMWZlwor&c=23ijavImTB9tXVJKtF_fSpT9sG7mYzFapYkpik4vmmgvVhuY8KO_JQ==&ch=0JJ-6cHAV1QohHMer0IFsbPyNsAWRbuQWkvTndCPH0bLcs6ILNdzag==


left undetected. Water beads inserted into ears can damage ear structures,
causing hearing loss and require surgery. The Consumer Product Safety
Commission (CPSC) urges parents and caregivers to remove these products
from any environment with children. CPSC also urges childcare centers, camps,
and schools to avoid these products entirely. If you suspect a child has swallowed
a water bead or inserted a water bead into their ear or nose, seek medical
treatment right away.

For more information on water beads, visit:
Water Beads | CPSC.org
Water Beads: Harmful if Swallowed, Put in Ears | HealthyChildren.org
Are Water Beads Dangerous? | Poison Control

Tick Safety
What should child care providers do when they find a tick on a

child?
 

Department of Human Services Certification recommends
that if a childcare provider finds an embedded tick, they should immediately
contact the child’s parent or guardian so that next steps can be determined
quickly. This is consistent with regulation 132(a). It is advised that a provider
does not remove a tick unless there is written authorization by the parent and
the provider has received the appropriate health and safety training to do so.
Following proper technique for tick removal can be challenging; even with
proper technique, heads can stay attached and need to be dug out, which can be
difficult.

Getting Oral Health Care During Pregnancy
 

Oral health care during pregnancy is important for mom
and baby. Getting oral health care, including cleanings, X-
rays, fillings, and pain medication, is safe during
pregnancy.

Please share these tips for getting oral health care
during pregnancy with families:

Brushing twice a day with fluoride toothpaste, drinking water
throughout the day and eating nutritious foods will help keep you and your
baby healthy.
If your last dental visit was more than six months ago or if you have an oral
health problem or concern, make an appointment as soon as possible.
Getting oral health care during the second trimester is best. During the
first trimester, you might have morning sickness. During the third
trimester, it can be uncomfortable to lie on your back in the dental chair.
Tell the dental clinic staff that you are pregnant and your due date.
This information will help them provide the best care and keep you
comfortable.
Tell the staff about any changes in your teeth or gums. Also, tell them
about all medications, including vitamin and mineral supplements, that you
are taking.

Want to add staff or other members of your team to this newsletter? Email

https://ecels-healthychildcarepa.org/index.php?option=com_civicrm&task=civicrm/mailing/url&u=5068&qid=533991
https://ecels-healthychildcarepa.org/index.php?option=com_civicrm&task=civicrm/mailing/url&u=5079&qid=533991
https://ecels-healthychildcarepa.org/index.php?option=com_civicrm&task=civicrm/mailing/url&u=5070&qid=533991


estair@cscinc.org and specify which Regional Newsletter you would like.
Requests will be added to next month's distribution.

Visit ELRC Region 11

Community Services for Children |elrc11@cscinc.org | www.cscinc.org
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