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Region 13 Updates

Celebrating Provider Successes

Has your program celebrated a milestone such as an
educational achievement, program anniversary, new
accreditation or retirement? Please reach out to your Quality
Coach and let them know! We would love to celebrate with
you!

Kick Off Meetings - Registration Now Open!

The ELRC will be hosting Kick Off Meetings in October. We
encourage all providers to attend to hear updates about
Child Care Works, Keystone STARS, local collaborations
and provider supports. Content will be the same at each
meeting so choose the session that works best for you!

Wednesday, October 11
1:00-3:00 pm

OR
6:00-8:00 pm

﻿Riverview Christian Early Learning Center
3301 Stoudt’s Ferry Bridge Rd.

Reading, PA 19605



 
Wednesday, October 18

1:00-3:00 pm
Jerusalem Child Care

252 Dock St
Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972

 
Click HERE to register!

Berks Early Care and Education Council

The Berks Early Care and Education Council (BECEC) invites you to join the
group. Your perspective and experience as a child care provider is valuable to
improving early learning experiences for all children and Early Intervention
Services in Berks County. Click here for more information and a calendar of
events. 

CPR and Pediatric First Aid Training

The United Way of Berks County is hosting several
CPR and Pediatric First Aid training sessions
between now and December. Click here to view the
flyer. 

Region 13 Provider Supports

Director's Network
In lieu of our Director’s Network in October, we will be
hosting our regional ELRC Kick-Off meetings. Please click on
the flyer below for more information and to register. We
hope to see you there!

Kick Off Meeting flyer

Regional Calendar
Check out our calendar for a quick reference of all regional support activities
and professional development opportunities.

 Region 13 Calendar – October 2023

ELRC Updates

CCW Reminders
Please remember to report excessive child absences,
late starts and terminations prior to invoicing time.
Children exceeding 5 consecutive days of absences
need to be reported immediately. If these

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001a5NocTd37-hPudetxCgcYF4pMF1K36vKc8kry0yzbjPgKUmF1-1Gaf_hk00-sKhD-D6tQ3kFRgXfOtFHQtmjqMUuIBW1XV-auOvWrx3J-9bYIVAYIOftcVJQWdzX8aELC5CJOLYEDQ6ND5Hwol94eir8JdADCnDGuq4sqrOz2yZiWsD5JV_mHYmFgyUAZCf4&c=1X2yxjyT2GSWKvEmQrgjEdtwoAa8y-Wi1nNjDGXyp2RCEgNBG-AYkw==&ch=NgvCrleE7HoGv6JN7oYEtLHlgTWNOhEERDSm1EZT1i-HJjz9KcIeNQ==
https://files.constantcontact.com/7a62b438801/fc129a78-ccf1-47cd-bd1f-ad9565a40333.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/7a62b438801/ebb27a39-a555-4756-8e92-90e7304d12b3.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/7a62b438801/7118e473-90be-4e15-b715-d0f2a6afbe8c.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/7a62b438801/95f15ca8-3296-43cc-8ec5-db7a1c6b61bf.pdf


circumstances are reported as they occur, the corrections may already be
reflected on your attendance invoice making it easier for you to complete
the monthly attendance accurately. 
Please report co-payment timely. If you attempt to report more than one
week, the ELRC will be unable to pursue the outstanding weeks with the
family.

Program Observation Instrument Virtual Fair

Did you know that Pennsylvania has over 10 different approved Program
Observation Instruments? Most providers are familiar with the Environmental
Rating Scale or ERS. But many other options are available to assist leaders in
rating program quality including interactions, business practices, inclusive child
supports and other classroom environments.

Join us for our virtual POI fair to learn about these options and select a tool to
meet your program needs. Click on the flyer below to learn more about these
options and to register for the virtual fair.

November 14th
1:00-3:00 pm ~ English
7:00-8:30 pm ~ Spanish

Program Observation Instrument ~ English
Program Observation Instrument ~ Spanish

Celebrate the 24th annual Lights On Afterschool Oct. 26, 2023

Launched in October 2000, Lights On Afterschool is the only nationwide event
celebrating afterschool programs and their important role in the lives of
children, families and communities. The effort has become a hallmark of the
afterschool movement and generates media coverage across the country each
year.

The Afterschool Alliance organizes Lights On Afterschool to draw attention to the
many ways afterschool programs support students by offering them opportunities
to learn new things—such as science, community service, robotics, Tae Kwon Do

https://files.constantcontact.com/7a62b438801/411537c2-9346-49e1-8afa-c26ff84fd47b.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/7a62b438801/39c9d13c-93b7-4b92-b0c5-2fca4e7845d4.pdf


and poetry—and discover new skills. The events send a powerful message that
millions more kids need quality afterschool programs.

Click here for more information.

Strengthening Business Practices for Child Care Programs

The National Center on Early Childhood Quality Assurance is offering a new
curriculum series, Strengthening Business Practices for Child Care Programs.

This FREE training includes content and activities that are designed to
strengthen child care providers’ foundational knowledge of sound fiscal
management and business operations.

The series contains four modules of business practice content:
Budgets, Projections, and Planning
Financial Reports and Internal Controls
Marketing for Child Care Programs
Staff Recruitment and Retention for Center-based Child Care Programs

This series is available in both English & Spanish and for Center & Family based
providers! Modules run now through December. Click on the flyer below and
register today!

Strengthening Business Practices for Child Care - English

Strengthening Business Practices for Child Care - Spanish

Office of Developmental Programs
Are you serving a child with disabilities? Are you interested in learning more
about available services and resources? Check out the document below for help

http://www.afterschoolalliance.org/loa.cfm
http://www.afterschoolalliance.org/loa.cfm
https://files.constantcontact.com/7a62b438801/a4da65f9-7501-4274-a10f-7f544d04d4cb.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/7a62b438801/28790187-e8e9-4fe6-b6d5-f5eb44a7a045.pdf


understanding the Office of Developmental Programs in Pennsylvania. The
mission of the Office of Developmental Programs (ODP) is to support
Pennsylvanians with developmental disabilities and their families to achieve
greater independence, choice, and opportunity in their lives.

Gold Book from the ODP

Parent Project Podcast

Community Services for Children has been hosting the Parent Project Podcast to
engage families in areas of common concern for parents. Experts provide
perspectives on topics of health & safety, mental health, child transition and
other important subjects.

Please consider sharing these podcasts with the families in your program!

This month, we are joined by Denise Continenza, Food, Families & Health
Educator at Penn State Cooperative Extension, as she shares about youth mental
health. Click here to listen.

Health & Safety

Fire Prevention
 
October is Fire Prevention Month! The National Fire Prevention Association
(NFPA) has an abundance of resources available on their website, including

https://files.constantcontact.com/7a62b438801/b90df385-97d8-4ccb-bc17-ca5c50efe907.pdf
https://youtu.be/KBUf37MqLWc?list=PL75g5mu7cn0Ly-GGJsSsf7wsWTdcbqJJd


lesson plans and classroom activity ideas. 
 
Fire Safety may also be an interesting parent
workshop idea (STARS indicator FC3.4.6). Invite a
local fire house to visit the center one evening to
show the trucks to the children and ask a
firefighter to discuss home fire safety with
families. You can provide the following resources and handouts to families to
supplement the workshop. 

Fire Escape
Escape Planning Tips
Smoke Alarms at Home
Safety Action Plan

Brush Those Teeth!

Brushing is one of the main ways to keep a child's teeth healthy. Sesame
Workshop has a variety of games and songs to help children learn how to brush
their teeth with their Sesame Street friends. There are also multiple resources
available for families and caregivers. We encourage you to visit the Sesame
Workshop website: https://sesameworkshop.org/  and share this information
with families.

Want to add staff or other members of your team to this newsletter? Email
estair@cscinc.org and specify which Regional Newsletter you would like

and requests will be added to next month's distribution.
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